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THE VISION of South Cum-
berland Community Fund is 
that the Plateau be a place of 
hope and prosperity for all its 
residents and communities, 
inspired by the Fund’s philan-
thropic and regional leadership.

THE MISSION of South 
Cumberland Community Fund 
is to improve the quality of life 
across the Plateau by increasing 
philanthropic giving and pro-
viding community leadership to:

• build on the strength of the 
area's people, communities, 
and natural setting

• enhance community capacity 
and collaborations

• support innovative ways to 
solve community problems.

COVER: AmeriCorps VISTAs 
interact with Mountain T.O.P. 
campers at the University Farm.

A Message from 
Our Director

The communities of the Plateau embody 
a wide amalgamation of people, consist-
ing of families  that go back generations, 
people who came to the region for em-

ployment, “summer people” and second-homer’s, 
and retirees.

Even with all of these different places of origin and 
purpose there exists a shared sense of pride and 
responsibility among the residents of the Plateau. 
This is evident every day through the dedicated 
work and involvement of community volunteers of 
all stripes, from elementary students and their fam-
ilies on SCCF’s Make a Difference Day, to South 
Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps VISTA Project 
members who volunteer at nonprofit sites across the 
region, to community organizations that are creat-
ing new, innovative projects every year to build and 
sustain their communities. The growth that is hap-
pening in the communities of the Plateau is due to 
the hard work, expertise, and monetary support of 
the people who make up this mountain community.  

Political and cultural commentator David Brooks is 
leading an initiative to bring attention to places across 
the country that are building communities while 
weaving the social fabric, an enterprise that hits very 
close to home here on the Plateau. The collaborations 
that SCCF has undertaken with local nonprofits, civic 
organizations, and community members mirrors the 
process of renewal that Brooks has witnessed in the 
numerous communities he has visited. This is why I 
am so excited about the series of community conver-
sations that SCCF will be sponsoring this fall, and to 
which all who make a home on the Plateau are invited. 
Whether you are a nonprofit volunteer, business own-
er, or simply enjoy your summers on the Mountain - 
we need your input for how you envision growth and 
prosperity for this special place we call Home. Dates 
for these community conversations will be announced 
soon through the SCCF Facebook page, on our web-
site, and in local newspapers.

I hope you will join us as we unite in our efforts to 
weave a better place for ourselves and for those who 
will follow.

– Janet Cooper, SCCF Director

New York Times 
columnist David Brooks 
recently took the helm 

of Aspen Institute’s 
Weave: The Social Fabric 
Project, through which 

he inspires stakeholders 
to build their 

communities by creating 
“hubs where these 

decentralized networks 
can come together for 

solidarity and support.” 

Why I Serve
“My roots run deep on the 

Plateau. I love the beauty of 
the area, but, more impor-
tantly, I love the kindness 

and strength of the people. As 
volunteers, it is very import-

ant that we work together 
to improve the lives of the 

population of this region while 
retaining its unique culture.”  

– Jenny Thomas, Chair,
 Celebration of the Plateau 
and Monteagle resident



SCCF Awards Grants to 15 Nonprofits at  
2019 Celebration of the Plateau

SCCF celebrated its 2019 spring 
cycle grantees and past grant re-
cipients at a barbecue lunch held 
at DuBose Conference Center on 

June 22nd. The 15 nonprofits that received 
grants in this cycle will use these funds for 
projects ranging from a four-day wellness 

retreat for low-income community mem-
bers, to the improvement of school librar-
ies that includes the purchase of children’s 
books about Tennessee and Appalachia, 
to upgrades for a laundry service on the 
Mountain that employs individuals with 
intellectual disabilities.

“We are proud that the projects of applicants chosen for this first round of grants will 
reflect our three new focus areas: education, health, and economic and community 
building. Through these grants I have seen how organizations across the Plateau 

have come together to share their talents, break down barriers, and improve lives.”
– Jeff Sholey, Chair, SCCF Grants Committee and Coalmont resident

SCCF Provides Support for New 
Music Initiative on the Plateau

SCCF is pleased to announce 
an SCCF board-directed grant 
awarded this spring to Junior 
Appalachian Musicians Grundy 

Area, a new initiative coming to Grundy 
County in the fall that envisions a world 
in which all children have the opportu-

nity to experience community through 
the joy of participating in traditional 
mountain music together. This grant was 
supported by the Paul S. McConnell 
Fund, which has been responsible for the 
promotion of numerous music education 
projects across the Plateau.

2019 SCCF 
Spring Cycle Grantees

Beersheba Springs 
Medical Clinic

Betterfi
Dependable Laundry

DuBose Conference Center
Folks at Home
Grundy County 

Department of Education
Grundy County Food Bank

Grundy County High School 
Math Department

Grundy Recovery Alliance 
Community Endeavour

Leadership Grundy
Monteagle Elementary School
St. James Episcopal Church/ 

Midway Playground
Sewanee Children’s Center

Sewanee Elementary School
UT/TSU Extension 4-H

To learn more about the innova-
tive projects of our 2019 spring 
cycle grantees, please visit our 
website.

2019 SCCF spring cycle grantees were honored at the Celebration of the Plateau on June 22nd.                        More on the 2019 Celebration, page 5.

$410,406 $213,125 $194,190 Dollar amounts of SCCF grants awarded to-date that 
support its three areas of focus: health, education,
and economic development.



SCCF Partners with Organizations 
On and Off the Plateau to Create Resources for Community 
Nonprofits that Build Capacity and Promote Growth

Learn how to return to higher education to gain new 
skills, advance in the workplace, and fulfill lifelong 
dreams of completing a degree or earning a credential.

Tennessee Reconnect Information 
Session Held in Grundy County

On March 7th, SCCF joined with Tennessee 
Reconnect to sponsor an information session 
at Monteagle Elementary School which was 

attended by more than 40 Plateau residents. This 
opportunity provides free tuition for Chattanooga State 
Community College to high school graduates of all ages 
who wish to further their education. For more information 
about this opportunity call (423) 697-3346.

Change Management: Assisting 
Nonprofits with Growing Pains

On May 2nd, SCCF hosted a workshop focused 
on helping nonprofits who are facing significant 
change, led by Nashville’s Center for Nonprofit 

Management instructor John Thalheimer, executive 
director of True Star Leadership.

Summer Food Service Program Provides Lunches for Plateau Children

This summer SCCF and the University of the 
South’s Office of Civic Engagement are once again 
cosponsoring the USDA Summer Food Service 

Program, which kicked off on the Plateau June 3rd. This 
federally-funded program, offered for the past four sum-
mers on the Plateau, serves free, healthy meals to children 
in low-income areas when school is not in session. This 
summer an additional 17 AmeriCorps VISTAS are on the 
Mountain, committed to providing eight weeks of service 
for this impactful project. 

$384,500 Amount invested to-date by SCCF in 
community development across the Plateau.

John Thalheimer explains how to encourage growth in nonprofits through his Change 
Management workshop, attended by nonprofit leaders from across the Plateau.



Weaving the Social Fabric of the  
South Cumberland Plateau

In 2013, University of the South’s Director of the 
Office of Civic Engagement (OCE), Jim Peterman, 
became interested in establishing an AmeriCorps 

VISTA cohort on the Plateau. Through the leadership 
of South Cumberland Community Fund board member 
Jack Murrah, SCCF agreed to co-sponsor this program, 
and the South Cumberland Plateau VISTA Project was 
born. This innovative program was supported by the Jesse 
Ball DuPont Fund from 2014-2016 and 2017-2018.

The VISTA program, which stands for Volunteers in Ser-
vice to America and is a federal program of the Corpo-
ration of National and Community Service, is “dedicated 
to ending poverty through national service to build the 
capacity of organizations serving low-income communi-
ties.” Guided and supported financially by the communi-
ty organizations where they serve, VISTA members work 
with nonprofits to create and enhance programs that serve 
the missions of those organizations. Since the fall of 2014, 
community organizations on the Plateau have benefited 

from the presence of 12-16 AmeriCorps VISTA mem-
bers on the Mountain each academic year.

This first collaboration between SCCF, the University, 
the federal government, and numerous community orga-
nizations has set the stage for additional collaborations on 
grantmaking, the USDA summer food service program, 
and community development in general. SCCF has been 
delighted to function as a hub for these local social fabric 
projects.

Tennessee’s First Lady Maria Lee to Attend SCCF Make a Difference Day

We are excited to announce that Tennessee First 
Lady Maria Lee will be coming to the Plateau 
to participate in Make a Difference Day on Sat-

urday, July 20th. Come help get our schools ready for the 
new year — see you from 8 a.m.–noon Saturday, July 20th. 
Students, families, and community members welcome. You 
can sign up at: www.southcumberlandcommunityfund.org.  
Spread the word!

“The process of watching VISTA recruits grow from knowing very little about the region 
to being responsible for programs and projects that leave lasting, positive impact in the 
community has been life-changing and life-affirming, not only for me, but for many 

VISTAs who have served on the South Cumberland Plateau.”
– Sarah Hess, former Lead VISTA for South Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps VISTA Project

$2,000,000+ Approximate value of resources brought to the Plateau to-date through the  
South Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps VISTA Project.

The South Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps VISTA cohort joined mayors 
Michael Brady (Grundy County) and John McCardell (Sewanee) along with  

SCCF and OCE staff to celebrate National Service Recognition Day on April 2nd.



TOP: AmeriCorps summer VISTAs sporting 
Make a Difference t-shirts at the Celebration 
of the Plateau.

MIDDLE: SCCF grants committee members 
and SCCF support staff (L-R): Jade Barry, Sam 
Myers, Nicky Hamilton, Don Hutchison, Jenny 
Thomas, Lucas Crossland, and Jeff Sholey.

BOTTOM: The Bazzania Girls provided music 
for the 2019 Celebration of the Plateau.

Why We Collaborate
“Through collaborations with other non- 
profits and the Plateau’s townships and 

community organizations, Grundy Area 
Arts Council is able to gain more traction  

from funding sources, increase its visibility,  
and engage new audiences. A prime  

example of this is GAAC’s latest project,  
Junior Appalachian Musicians Grundy  

Area, which has been made possible through  
a partnership with JAMKids.org,  

SouthArts.org, and 
South Cumberland Community Fund.

– Christi Teasley, 
GAAC volunteer and Monteagle resident

$800,000+ Total dollar amount of SCCF grants awarded to-date to 61 nonprofit organizations across the region.



$3,200,000+ Amount SCCF has invested in the communities of the Plateau to-date as a result of federal funding and foundation 
grants awarded, and through the generosity of our many donors, both individuals and family foundations.

Help SCCF Reach Its Goal for the 2019 Annual Campaign

Every year South Cumberland Community 
Fund raises money that is invested in the South 
Cumberland Plateau. And every year SCCF 

has been able to expand its outreach and truly make a 
difference. The goal of this year’s annual giving campaign 
is to raise $310,000. These funds will be used to support 

SCCF’s grant making efforts across the Plateau, nonprofit 
leadership training and capacity building, and the South 
Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps VISTA Project. Every 
gift makes a difference - please join us in our efforts to 
bring hope and prosperity to this special place that we 
call home.

National Geographic Photographer,
Stephen Alvarez, to Headline
SCCF Fall Fundraiser
Sewanee native Stephen Alvarez, photographer, filmmak-
er, and explorer, will be the speaker at SCCF’s annual fall 
fundraiser, to be held at Monteagle Sunday School Assem-
bly on Saturday, September 28th. Alvarez produces global 
stories about exploration, culture, religion, and the after-
math of conflict, and has served as a National Geographic 
photojournalist since 1995. His images have won awards in 
Pictures of the Year International and Communications Arts 
and have been exhibited at Visa Pour L’Image International 
Photojournalism Festival in Perpignan, France.

Alvarez’s most recent story for National Geographic ex-
plores why humans became artists. In 2017, he established 
the Ancient Art Archive, a worldwide effort to explore 
and preserve ancient artworks left by humanity’s first an-

cestors. This oldest form of art is severely threatened by 
climate change, modern development, religious intoler-
ance, and tourism. The Ancient Art Archive is committed 
to pre-empting this process of loss through education and 
conservation linked to these prehistoric sites.

For more information about attending this event please 
email jcooper@southcumberlandcommunityfund.org.

University of the South PKE sorority members celebrate at the Red Dress Run in March that ben-
efitted SCCF. This new partnership raised $4,500 for SCCF from PKE’s fundraising efforts through-
out the 2018/2019 academic year. Thank you PKE for recognizing the impact SCCF is making 
– with your help – across the South Cumberland Plateau.

Thank You for Your Confidence in SCCF’s Mission

Why I Give
“Though I am a long-time resident of Sewanee, I was not aware 
until very recently of the ambitious and well-conceived programs 
supported by SCCF. I am especially moved by the program that 
allows prisoners in the Grundy County Jail to become gardeners 
while improving the nutritional value of food served during their 
confinement. SCCF is making a little money go a long way through 
its support of many innovative yet practical programs - programs 
that are making significant contributions to the quality of life in 
our community. I am grateful to all of those whose energy and 
imagination have made good things happen here.” 

– John Reishman
Professor Emeritus of the University of the South and Sewanee resident



Our Home. Our Mountain. Our Future.

MAILING
PO Box 1301 • Monteagle, TN 37356
OFFICE
322 W. Main St. • Monteagle, TN 37356

SouthCumberlandCommunityFund.org

PLATEAU
Play Day
Saturday, July 13th10 am –12 pm

WATER GAMES • FORT-BUILDINGARTS-N-CRAFTS • HULA HOOPSSLIP-N-SLIDES & MORE

Play with us at South Cumberland State Park
11745 US 41 • Monteagle • Questions, to volunteer, or to
register your child, contact plateaufreeplay@gmail.com


