
Make your holiday gift-giving matter 
by supporting the Community Fund! 
Once again, the Community Fund is offering holiday cards at 
locations across the South Cumberland Plateau. 

By giving our cards this holiday season, you’re spreading the 
word about the Community Fund while helping us light up 
lives, from Sewanee to Beersheba, from Pelham to Palmer.  

Just visit one of the locations across the Plateau listed here, or 
email us at holidaycards@southcumberlandcommunityfund. 
org  to purchase cards for all the friends on your gift list!

“I give to the South Cumberland 
Community Fund because I can physically 
look around and see my money at work.” 

- Jim Parrott, Tracy City resident, Community Fund Donor
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Together, we’re lighting up lives

The Swiss Elementary Seeds of Change garden is 
teaching students about nutrition and nature

With your support, the South Cumberland Community 
Fund has to date supported 25 organizations on the 
Plateau with 32 grants totaling $291,367. The Fund has 
invested another $60,000 to support local nonprofit 
capacity building, together with the University of the South 
and AmeriCorps VISTA. In all, more than $350,000 has 
been invested back into the community. 

Help us continue to light up lives by pledging your 
support to the Fund in 2014. Included in this newsletter is 
a form and envelope for your convenience in responding. 
Thank you!

Mountain T.O.P. Fall Festival, begun in 2012 with SCCF 
funding, celebrated its third year

The Mountain Goat Trail, recipient of two SCCF grants, 
nears completion of Monteagle-Sewanee segment

We raised $1,200 serving burritos to the attendees of 
the Fanny Moffet STOMP in Altamont

Sewanee Community Action Committee provides 
chicken coops and starter flocks for area residents

The Grundy County Health Council is screening for 
diabetes and encouraging healthy habits

Endowment Initiative Update 
Two new  gifts to the Community Fund’s Endowment 
Initiative have brought the total to $1,500,000 in  gifts and 
bequests.  One donor made an outright gift; the other 
provided for the Fund in his estate plan, and will make 
payments toward that amount during his lifetime — which 
could double the amount of his initial bequest.  

While it’s essential to raise dollars annually to invest in 
organizations serving Plateau residents, the future of the 
Fund is secured by growing the endowment.  As Chair 
Emeritus Howell Adams said, “The joy of sustaining the 
Fund through gifts to the endowment lets us rest easy 
knowing that the Fund can continue for future 
generations.  Our children’s children can depend on it.”  

For questions about  how to make an outright gift to the 
endowment or to include the South Cumberland 
Community Fund in your estate plans, please contact Bill 
Davis at wbd@blomand.net.    

We’re 85% 
of the way there! 
Please join us in 

supporting positive 
change on the 

Plateau. Donate 
today.

2014 Fundraising goal: $235,000
Raised as of 11/2014: $199,750

PURCHASE HOLIDAY CARDS TO SUPPORT

Available at these locations...
Blue Chair Cafe & Tavern • Citizens State Banks
Citizens Tri-County Banks • Dutch Maid Bakery
Grundy Co. Courthouse, Register of Deeds Office
Grundy Heritage Center • Hallelujah Pottery
Julia’s Fine Foods • Monteagle Inn
Mooney’s Market • Mountain Goat Market
Sewanee Inn • Taylor’s Mercantile
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Swiss School Garden Club Launches 
Your support for the Community Fund led to our helping fund the 
“Seeds of Change” Garden Club at Swiss Memorial Elementary 
School in Gruetli-Laager. This grant was made possible through 
funding by the Bonnaroo Works Fund. 

“We were looking for a catalyst for teaching nutrition to our 
students and we got it through lots of hard work and 
collaboration,” said Belinda Morgan, school nurse for Swiss 
Memorial and Palmer Elementary schools in Grundy County.   

The Garden Club is an after-school program of 20 students in
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“Several tenants use the treadmill and exercise bike. Tenants are also growing 
beautiful gardens in our new and renovated flower/garden boxes. They’re 
motivated to socialize and exercise.” - Sherry Fults, Administrator, Hillcrest Village Senior Housing

Website training for local nonprofits 
In addition to grants, your support of the Community Fund 
helps make it possible for the SCCF to work with local 
organizations through its Capacity Building Initiative.  

Two weeks ago, 12 organizations (11 of which received 
SCCF grants) participated in a two-day training on website 
design. The workshop allowed them to increase their 
organizations’ abilities to do the important work of 
communicating with those they serve.  

Participant Katie Goforth of the South Cumberland Plateau 
Health Network noted, “Having a webpage to which people 
can go to find out more about health events, health needs, 
and the strengths of the community in terms of health will 
be really powerful… I now have quite a network of folks 
to help me with this, thanks to this workshop.” 

Thanks to Dr. Sherry Hamby of the Life Paths program at the 
University of the South for partnering with us on this. 

VISTA Charlie McClain is working with Nicky Hamilton to 
increase the opportunities for training available to non-
profits on the Plateau. More trainings will be coming in the 
spring. To stay informed about the offerings, please visit the 
Community Fund website or Facebook page!

Meet Charlie, our VISTA volunteer 
Charlie McClain is the AmeriCorps 
VISTA (Volunteer In Service To 
America) who is assigned to the 
South Cumberland Community 
Fund.  A native of Franklin County 
and graduate of Belmont University 
in Nashville, Charlie is already 
making major contributions to the 

Community Fund’s work supporting Plateau nonprofits. 

One of Charlie’s projects is a series of new videos featuring 
the work of the Community Fund. Two of these are being 
released on the Community Fund’s Youtube channel during 
our Lighting Up Lives holiday campaign. 

In addition, Charlie is currently working on developing a 
grant writing network to enhance the work already being 
done by our partners on the mountain. One part of that task 
is the creation of a toolkit with resources that organizations 
may access at anytime, while maintaining a schedule of 
training opportunities related to skill-building in the 
nonprofit sector.   

Another part involves connecting volunteers and those who 
already have these types of skills with our partners.  Our 
community has varied members who can give their time 
and talent to this effort.  
If you have a talent you’d like to share, contact Charlie: 
sccfvista@gmail.com or (931) 598-1851.
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CAC Chicken Coops & Raised Beds 
A Community Fund grant was used by the Community 
Action Committee of Otey Parish, Sewanee to purchase 
chicken coops and create raised garden beds for area 
residents. 

"I believe that the best way we can offer help is to provide 
ways for families to help themselves. We identified 
individuals who had experience raising chickens, had 
extended families, and were willing to share. Hopefully this 
is a step towards sustainability and a hedge against food 
insecurity,” said Betty Carpenter, Director of CAC.  

”Funding from the Community Fund has made this 
possible and we at CAC are very grateful.”

Special thanks to Trudy Cunningham, Charlie McClain and 
Harriet Runkle for their assistance with this issue.

“Through its trainings, the Community Fund is giving us exactly what we were 
asking for - a better understanding of the tools we need as an organization and for 
our participants.” - Julie Willems Keel, Mountain T.O.P. Program Director - Ministry Logistics

fourth through eighth grades. During this 12-week program, students are tending their gardens and learning about nutrition 
through fun, hands-on activities. 

Caleb, a seventh-grade member of the Garden Club, summed up the benefits of a school garden. “If I just hear about the way 
something works in science but don’t actually get to do it or see it, I can’t learn it. It’s boring,” Caleb said. “But I have actually 
seen a bee with pollen stuck to its legs pollinating flowers in our garden! That’s so much more fun and I’ll never forget it.”

Find out more — southcumberlandcommunityfund.org
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