
Over $64,000 in 2014 Community Fund Grants support nine projects for 
health, education, and economic development on the Plateau 
   The South Cumberland Community Fund (SCCF) announced its latest grant recipients on Sunday, August 3rd, at the DuBose 
Conference Center in Monteagle. The grants, made to nine area nonprofit organizations, total nearly $64,000. 
“One of the primary functions of the Community Fund is to support people and organizations who are making the South 
Cumberland Plateau a healthier, better-educated, and culturally-richer place. We’re proud to honor these nine groups for the 
work they are doing, and to support them in our fourth round of grants,” said Scott Parrish, SCCF board chair. 

These are the grant recipients and their programs for which they will receive funding: 

Animal Alliance-South Cumberland: The SCCF grant of $3,600 for “The Big Fix” project targets medium to large breed dogs, 
the ones most likely to have large litters, create neighborhood problems, and suffer from abuse.   

Appalachian Women’s Guild:  The grant of $7,000 will refurbish and promote the store in order to provide a more appealing 
shopping experience and generate greater revenues for the programs offered by AWG. 

The City of Altamont The grant will enable the City to install a sound system in the the auditorium of the Florence Scruggs 
Building.  In addition, the Paul S. McConnell Music Grant, awarded to SCCF to support music on the plateau, will provide 
underwriting for performances by local musicians in the venue.  The total amount of the grant is $6,725. 

Coalmont Elementary School: This grant of $10,000 is to construct a quarter-mile walking track around the adjacent ball field.  
The project has also attracted the support of the Bristol Myers Foundation. 

Community Action Committee: The grant of $2,660 will enable CAC to provide chicken coops and starter flocks for two clients 
willing to maintain them for the benefit of themselves and their neighbors.  In addition, ten container gardens will be provided 
to elderly and disabled residents.          (continued next page) 
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VISTA program launches this fall 
As the University of the South’s new associate director of community engagement, 
Nicky Hamilton will manage the new AmeriCorps VISTA program, a collaboration 
between the university and the South Cumberland Community Fund that will bring 10 
volunteers to the Cumberland Plateau in August. 

Scott Parrish, board chair of the Community Fund, said, “The VISTA program is a great 
step forward for the South Cumberland Plateau, and is a powerful tool to assist 
the people of our area as they build healthier, more economically and culturally 
vibrant communities. We know Nicky will do an outstanding job managing this 
program.” 

The AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) program, directed by Hamilton, 
will send volunteers to work for one year or more with the Chattanooga Area Food 
Bank’s mobile food pantries, the Grundy County Health Council, Mountain T.O.P., the 
South Cumberland Community Fund, and Discover Together. 

Jim Peterman, Director of Community Engagement at the university, led the effort to 
bring VISTA here. “This project offers significant support to low-income individuals and families. The Community Fund’s 
generous support, visionary leadership and commitment has been essential,” said Peterman. 

SCCF is providing $10,500 in direct support to the VISTA program.  This is the first commitment within a $60,000 capacity 
building program launched by the Fund this year.  The Fund is also providing partial support for Hamilton’s salary, in exchange 
for which one-third of her time will be focused on initiatives other than VISTA to strengthen the nonprofit sector on the Plateau.  
That work will be guided by the Fund’s capacity building committee.  

Hamilton, a native of South Africa, is a 1999 graduate of Sewanee and was the director of residential life for the university until 
2010, when she moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, to attend the University of Arkansas Clinton School of Public Service, earning a 
Master of Public Service degree in 2012.  

To learn more about VISTA, visit http://www.national service.gov/programs/americorps/americorps-vi
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Grants (contd. from page one) 

Mountain Goat Trail Alliance:  The grant of $10,000 will support the purchase of rail bed between Monteagle and Tracy City, 
and provide partial compensation for a contract employee to administer a recently-awarded Recreational Trails grant. 

St James Episcopal Church: The grant of $10,000 will enable the church to refurbish its playground with new swings, rubber 
mulch, basketball backboards and nets, and soccer goals, plus the addition of picnic tables. 

Swiss Memorial Elementary School:  The grant of $3,760, made possible by a grant from the Bonnaroo Works Fund, will help 
pay for an after-school program that will provide training in many aspects of nutrition, such as planting and maintaining a 
garden, farmers’ markets, food preservation, and vegetarian cooking. 

The South Cumberland Learning and Development Center: The grant of $10,000 goes toward the local match required to 
access a $500,000 grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission for renovation of the Old Grundy County High School.

Nicky Hamilton
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Donor Profile: Mary Ann & Peter Emanuel 
What is your history with/relationship to the Plateau? 
     Mary Ann's dad, Dr. Frank Fesmire, grew up on the Plateau...graduated 
from Tracy City High School...attended Sewanee. Her grandfather, Rev. W. J. 
Fesmire, was a Methodist minister at various churches including Morton 
Methodist. Her dad also helped put out a fire that threatened the sanctuary. 
     A dear friend, Catherine (Franklin) Denson, introduced us to Beersheba 
Springs while we were all at Rhodes College in the 1980’s. 
     We try to get to Beersheba Springs as much as we are able. It is one of 
our family's favorite places on this planet, and the people there are 
amazing. 
     Peter has been involved with the Beersheba Springs medical clinic since 
its inception. 
     We love hiking the trails. South Cumberland State Park is truly a gem. 
How did you learn about the Fund? 
From a presentation given to the Beersheba Springs Historical Society. 
Why did you decide to generously support the work of the Fund? 
     After hearing about its vision and some of the projects the Fund wanted 
to support, we jumped at the opportunity to be a part of giving something 
back to the Plateau community who have given our family so much -- paying it forward, so to speak. 
     Also, giving something back to the Plateau is a way of honoring Mary Ann's dad. 
What are your hopes for the Plateau and its people? 
     That its sense of community will continue to expand. 
     That its rich history and natural beauty will continue to be honored and preserved. 
     That more people will become involved with the SCCF. 
     That the quality of life on the South Cumberland Plateau will continue to improve. 
     The Plateau and its people are amazing.

2014 Fundraising goal: 

$235,000
Raised as of 8/2014: 

$185,500

We’re 

 80% 
of the way there! 
Please join us in 

supporting positive 
change on the Plateau. 

Donate today.
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Vision Statement: The vision of the South Cumberland Community Fund is that the Plateau be a place of hope and prosperity for all its residents and 
communities, inspired by the Fund’s philanthropic and regional leadership. 

Mission Statement: The mission of the South Cumberland Community Fund is to improve the quality of life across the plateau by increasing philanthropic 
giving and providing community leadership to 
 ▪ Build on the strength of the area’s people, communities and natural setting,                
 ▪ Enhance community capacity and collaboration, and                
 ▪ Support innovative ways to solve community problems.               

PO Box 128 Tracy City TN 37387

“We are grateful for the help, advice and support of the Fund for all it has done to strengthen this place.”!
-  Community Fund grant recipient

Donate to the Fund!
The South Cumberland Community Fund 
welcomes your donation to help us serve 
the South Cumberland Plateau.

To make a secure online donation, go to:  
southcumberlandcommunityfund.org/donate 
Donations may also be sent to: 
South Cumberland Community Fund 
PO Box 128 
Tracy City TN 37387

Photos from the August 3rd Grant Recipient Celebration, DuBose Conference Center

Cameron Swallow, DuBose executive director 
Dave Ramsey, & University of the South 
Provost John Swallow

Event volunteer coordinator Laura Anderson 
and Scott Anderson

Musician Don Hill’s “special musical 
performance” (left) was in fact a tribute he 
wrote to Howell Adams, surprising and 
delighting Howell and Madeline.
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